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Cllr James Dawson
Leader of the Council
Erewash Borough Council
Via Email to: james.dawson@erewash.gov.uk

19 September 2023


Dear Councillor Dawson,

Concurrent Functions Grants to Parish Councils – reduction and removal

Following a meeting of Draycott and Church Wilne Parish Council held on Tuesday 12th September 2023, I have been asked to write and express the Council’s disappointment about the lack of foresight by Erewash Borough Council to reduce the Concurrent Functions funding from the current year of £27,153.90 to the proposed £2,000 for 2024-25 and then zero from 2025-26 onwards.

We have recently agreed to take over the maintenance and costs for the Draycott Public Toilets from yourselves so not only are we loosing £25,000 of funding but we are also taking over a responsibility and costs from EBC which we estimate to be around £5,000.00 per year therefore our budget will need to be increased by AT least £30,000 without considering inflation and cost of living rises.

In the letter informing the Council of the reduction, Cllr Gordon Thomas, Lead Member for Resources stated that ‘For decades the parishes have received differing amounts of Concurrent Grant.  This is unfair across the parishes but especially unfair to our two towns: Ilkeston and Long Eaton, as they are unparished areas and receive no extra funding at all’ 

We would like to clarify the reason that concurrent function funding was provided, this is to enable Parish Councils within Erewash to provide services that otherwise the Borough Council would have to provide if parish Councils did not exist – therefore EBC provide services such as open spaces, parks, play equipment, cemetery services, Christmas Trees, Lights and events and also Remembrance Service events at both Ilkeston and Long Eaton.  We anticipate that the costs of providing these excellent services far surpasses the amounts combined that are provided to the Parishes for them to provide services to their residents via Concurrent Functions Funding.

In addition, the reason that Parishes receive different amounts is due to the amount of services provided – we agree that this in all likelihood needs reviewing as parishes have grown and or taken on more open spaces and events etc but in effect we are providing local services and facilities to our residents, for example Draycott have the following lands and facilities that the Parish Council own and manage:
· Draycott Cemetery
· Draycott Playing Fields
· Football Pavilion and Pitch
· Leisure Green with CCTV, Multi Use Games Area, Table Tennis and Chess Table
· St Chads Local Nature Reserve
· Christmas Lights and Tree
· Remembrance Sunday Service Open Air Event


If you would care to review our annual Concurrent Functions returns, you will see that the amount we spend on Open Spaces and all items that are deemed relevant to concurrent functions far surpasses the amount you have provided in funding over the years.

We believe that by drastically reducing / removing the Concurrent Functions Funding, you are making our residents pay double taxation for open spaces whereas the residents of Long Eaton and Ilkeston are only paying once.

We will have no choice but to substantially increase our precept to make up for the shortfall in funding, which will include those on low incomes at a time when there is real concern for those impacted by the cost-of-living crisis.

 This lack of discussion and dramatic reduction does not appear supportive of working inclusively and collaboratively with Parish Councils which is disappointing to say the least.

I look forward to hearing from you

Regards
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Sheena Butcher


CC via email to:  Maggie Throup and Draycott and Church Wilne Parish Councillors
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