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FOA James Grundy

Ferrestone House – Station Road, Draycott
We are writing to raise our concerns and objections to the proposed demolition of this property.  The following are reasons for the Parish Councils objection:
We understand that a request has been made to list the property and the request is undergoing consideration by Historic England.  We therefore believe that in the interim EBC should apply a building preservation notice which will offer up to 6 months protection for the property and prevent any further development/demolition until a conclusion on this status has been made.  Please see the link from Historic England encouraging building preservation Orders which are the responsibility of the local planning authority https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/has/bpns/
· The property appears to be in excellent condition.
· The property is a fine example of gothic revival Victorian architecture and is one of the only such properties in this area and it is set in suitably impressive grounds to show the building off to good effect, the grounds also being a good example of that period.
· The external buildings appear in good condition and combine to make an entire property as it was originally planned when it was built as a vicarage.
· The building offers a beautiful backdrop as an entry to the village.  It is impressive, entirely suited to its surroundings and with its grounds offers a beautiful green entrance to the village.  As such it helps to mark a clear boundary between the villages of Draycott and Breaston and gives Draycott some identity.
· It is something of a landmark building and is admired and coveted by many local residents.
· It is a piece of Draycott’s heritage and marks a significant place in its history and growth.  It was built during the height of Victorian industrial growth as was much of the industry in the village, it is part and parcel of Draycott and its historical fabric.
· Its age, architecture and association within this semi-industrial village would indicate that this should be considered a non-designated heritage asset as identified within the EBC Core Strategy, one aim of which is to reduce the number of such properties which are at risk.
· Its age and its location amongst large and mature trees on the edge of fields and bats have been sited within the property boundary
· There is already TPO’s on the trees that line the front of the property boundary
· There is no indication of what will happen to this land once the building has been demolished so the only grounds for objection can be against its removal, no objection can be made about what will replace it.  As such it feels like a piecemeal approach to circumvent as many regulations and take advantage of as many loopholes as possible to bring about potentially inappropriate development at the expense of a beautiful property.  Once this building has gone there will be greater acceptance of less suitable construction to fill an empty and unsightly space.
· We have no objection to new buildings provided they are in a suitable place.  The removal of such a well-maintained and significant asset to afford future construction in our view does not feel appropriate.  The loss to Draycott of part of its heritage cannot be outweighed by such development. 
· A look at social media shows over 70 resident’s expressions of shock and anger at such news along with over a dozen shares.  There is genuine disbelief and anger amongst many residents of the village of which the Parish Council represents.

We would respectfully urge you to consider this as a formal request for the Borough Council to apply for a building preservation notice on Ferrestone House and look forward to your response on this matter.

Regards
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Sheena Butcher
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