February 2018

Welcome to the first issue of
the Draycott Village Fund
newsletter for 2018!
Once again we look forward to
another great year of
community events and
hopefully increased support.
Every year we try to be better
than before, so we’re hoping
this year will be the same!
Our biggest acheivement in
2017 was undoubtably being
awarded GOLD in the RHS East
Midlands in Bloom competition
but more than that, being the
highest scoring small town (the
category we were placed in).
On top of that, community
projects and businesses also
won awards too, which is
fantastic
Looking forward to 2018, we
have a mixture of events which
will hopefully give something
for everyone. If you want to
become part of the teams that
put it all together, please get in
contact.
I wish all the
residents and
businesses in
Draycott a very
successful 2018.

Will Batchelor
Chair
Find us on Facebook – look for

Draycott Village Fund
Email:
draycottvillagefund@hotmail.com

REVIEW OF 2017

Draycott’s community spirit continues to set the standard for others
to emulate. It’s great to see neighbouring villages getting more
involved in their own events and from Breaston through to Borrowash,
Christmas trees were very evident.
We had a number of ‘events’, which were all were very successful and
received very positive feedback. Picnic in the Park, in its second year,
had more to offer and it was great to see so many people attend. This
event is designed to be more for the residents of Draycott so has a
very ‘local’ feel.
Open Gardens Weekend was again a great success, attracting visitors
from Hull to Birmingham, as well as hundreds of local people. It was
great to see some new gardens open for the first time and we look
forward to hopefully seeing even more this year!
The Scarecrow Festival draws thousands of visitors into Draycott and
what a terrific variety of scarecrows the village put together.
Christmas in Draycott is always magical and it’s down to a fantastic
group of volunteers. Firstly they make sure the trees go up, Advent
windows get displayed, and of course support the setting up,
marshalling and clearing away of the Dickensian Fayre. It was great to
see more costumes this year – lets make 2018 even more Dickensian!
The crowning glory has to be achieving Gold for the second year
running in the Best Small Town category in the East Midlands.
Alongside this, there were awards for community projects and
businesses, adding to the pride of being part of Draycott.
LETTERS TO SANTA

Father Christmas was so impressed with the boys and
girls of Draycott, that he put his special post box in the
village again last year.
He has asked us to thank all the children for their letters,
as he so enjoys reading about all the good things they
had done during the year. He hopes that everyone got a
reply as some of the addresses were a little hard to read!
On the night of 23rd December, his helper Elves stopped making toys
and were dashing around Draycott posting the replies. We hope
everyone received the presents they were after (children and adults!).

REMEMBERING 100 YEARS

There has been much talk about how to commemorate two significant events that
happened 100 years ago.
Firstly, the end of the Great War, which our local History Group have identified
impacted many households of Draycott. Many people have requested that we
commemorate the 100 years since the end of WW1 with the Union flag. Therefore, in late
spring we’ll have a stock of new flags for you to purchase. If yours looks a bit worn, pick up a new one!
Secondly, the Suffragette Movement, which culminated in 1918 with the first votes for women. You’ll see a lot of
planting this year representing their colour scheme; purple, lime green and white.
Volunteers - Please look out for details as to when the flags will go up, as we are entirely dependent on the great
support of the volunteers who come out, rain or shine.

CHRISTMAS IN DRAYCOTT 2017
Draycott knows how to make December and the whole Christmas period feel special. Firstly,
up went 240 trees, which is no mean feat! Thank you again to the volunteers who came out
two Saturday mornings in a row to get them all installed so that on the night of the Dickensian
Fayre, the lights were officially turned on by Draycott Parish Council and the village was awash
with twinkling lights.
We also need to mention Fowler Street who went even further and strung colourful lights across the road the
length of the street. What a fabulous sight and certainly brightened up that part of Draycott!
The Dickensian Christmas Fayre was once again a terrific
success. A great mix of stalls, complemented the local
shops that stayed open late. Large numbers attended and
from feedback, it looks like everyone had a great start to
the Christmas period.
Thank you also to the school for kicking off the
entertainment with the choir singing popular carols and to everyone else, including Draycott Sounds, solo artists,
groups and the Derby Serenaders who all made sure we had something to listen to and watch all evening.
Once again, we had 24 Advent windows in Draycott houses and shops. One new window coming to life each day
up to Christmas Eve. For the second year running, the creativity and design skills were amazing.
Again, a massive thank you to all volunteers who have helped make Draycott magical through December. What
you do is amazing and Draycott owes a big debt of thanks for the time you give.
OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND 23/24 JUNE 2018

I know June seems a long way off, but it will be here before we know it!
This is a popular event attracting hundreds of visitors to the village so if you
haven’t opened your garden before, then why not give it a go this year.
Large, small, beautifully landscaped or a work in progress, if you are proud of
your garden why not give other people the chance to admire it too?
It may look rather miserable and sad at the moment, but by June it will be
literally blooming, so don’t be put off. If you don’t want to commit to both
days, then just one day is great.
However, we really need to know by 13 May to give us time to get the ‘Maps’ printed and enable us to start
selling them a couple of weeks before the event. To register your interest, or have a chat about what’s involved,
you can e. mail draycottopengardens@mybtinternet.com, telephone Teresa on 872623, or Maureen on 873937.

VILLAGE SIGN
We are approaching a final decision of the design for our manufacturers FC
Laser to produce for us.
The image to the left is getting close to our chosen design. Whilst it outlines
what it is we have chosen, it does require some minor additions such as a
depiction of some lacework to reflect an important part of the village’s
history, as well as a date etc. Plus, with advice from FC Laser, it may also
require some alterations to give it more structural rigidity and also to allow
for the actual cutting and machining processes that it will entail.
With the support of some local volunteers who have a wealth of experience
in the field, we have now submitted a request for planning approval for it
to be placed on Erewash Borough Council land on the corner of Market
Street and Victoria Road. A decision is expected mid-March. This marks a
major step forward in the realisation of this project.
It is our intention to proceed with the manufacturing and installation of the
sign with the aim of having it in position by June 2018, in good time for the
East Midlands in Bloom judging. Preparatory work is already underway in
regard to manufacturing, surveying and installation, whilst the planning
application takes its course through the system. This should allow for rapid
progress, if we are successful with our planning application.
Updates on the project’s progress will appear in future newsletters.

DERBY AND SANDIACRE CANAL TRUST

The Canal Trust have
reached £77,000 in
pledges, with only
£23,000 left to get.
For every £100 raised in pledges, they can make it £400
through grants and sponsorship. Before they can get that
though, the local community has to find the initial funds
to show they are behind the project.
£100,000 of pledges remains the target. This stretch of
canal, once restored, will create a wonderful green
corridor in our own back yard that will be enjoyed by
everyone.
Please show your support by donating a pledge at:
https://www.derbycanal.org.uk/draycott/

DERBY AND SANDIACRE CANAL TRUST
– CANALSIDE COTTAGES

Restoration work on the cottages is progressing well.
The open day in November was attended by nearly 300
visitors and another open day is planned for the spring,
when upstairs rooms will hopefully be open.

JANUARY

AUGUST

Saturday 6th
• Christmas Trees come down and recycled

Sometime in first two weeks
• RHS Britain in Bloom – Draycott judging

FEBRUARY

Saturday 26th to Monday 28th
• Draycott Scarecrows Festival

• Nothing planned
MARCH
10th March
• Spring litter pick
(10am from chip shop car park)
APRIL
• Nothing planned
MAY

Saturday 12th
• Summer flags go up
th

Sunday 13
• Yard Sale 10am-4pm
• DEADLINE – Open Gardens entries
JUNE
Sunday 10th
• Draycott Picnic in the Park
Tuesday 19th
• Welly planting at the allotment from 5pm
Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th
• Draycott Open Gardens 11am-5pm
JULY
Sometime in first two weeks
• RHS East Midlands in Bloom - Draycott judging

SEPTEMBER
Date to be confirmed
• Draycott in Bloom results night at
Coach and Horses from 7:30pm
OCTOBER
Monday 1st
• Christmas Tree order book opens
Date to be confirmed
• Autumn litter pick

NOVEMBER
Friday 9th
• Remembrance Service South St at 2:30pm
Saturday 10th
• DEADLINE – Advent window entries
Saturday 17th
• DEADLINE – Christmas Tree orders close
Saturday 24th
• Christmas Trees going up

DECEMBER
Saturday 1st to Thursday 24th
• Advent windows
Tuesday 4th
• Dickensian Christmas Fayre and
Draycott lights switch on 5pm-8pm

